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1. Iraq imports electricity and natural gas from Iran. The US has been issuing
waivers to Iraq to purchase Iranian natural gas to produce electricity without
running afoul of US sanctions against Iran. As a show of displeasure with Iraq’s
failure to rein in the Iranian-oriented PMFs, the US limited the validity of the most
recent waiver to 60 (as opposed to 120) days. Voice of America, “US Grants Iraq
New 60-Day Waiver to Import Iranian Gas,” https://www.voanews.com/middle-
east/us-grants-iraq-new60-day-waiver-import-iranian-gas.
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2. Alissa J. Rubin and Clifford Krauss, “Southern Iraq’s Toxic Twilight,” New
York Times, July 16, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/16/ world/
middleeast/iraq-gas-flaring-cancer-environment. html.

3.LouisaLlovelucketal., “U.S. tellsIraqit’s planning to pull out of Baghdad embassy,”
Washington Post, September 27, 2020, https://www. washingtonpost.com/world/
middle_east/us-embassy-withdrawal-baghdad-iraq/2020/09/27/9¢222de8-00ca-
11eb-8879-7663b816bfa5_story.html.

4. Edward Wong et al., “Pompeo Threatens to Close U.S. Embassy in Unless
Militias Halt Attacks,” New York Times, September 29, 2020, https://www.
nytimes.com/2020/09/29/us/politics/pompeo-embassy-baghdad-iraq.html.
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5. See, for example, the discussion of security in Leading Through Civilian Power,
The First Quadrennial Diplomacy and Development Review, published by the
Department of State and USAID, 2010, pp. 71-72. The Review recognizes that
some acceptance of greater risk will be necessary: “If we ask our personnel to
accept a higher level of risk, we must ensure they have the proper skills and training
to deal with more dangerous situations.” https://2009-2017 state.gov/documents/
organization/153142 pdf

6. Together with an oil exploration, development and production contract with
Chevron, these agreements could involve as much as $8 billion. “$8bn New
Iragi Energy Agreements with US Firms,” Panorama Insurance Brokers, August
24, 2020, https://[www.panorama-insurance. com/8bn-new-iraqi-energy-
agreements-with-us-firms/.
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https://www.hudson.org/research/16647-building-a-strong-and-
independent-iraq-policy-guidance-for-the-biden-administration




