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This research aims
to answer the
main following
question ““ The
Private Higher
Education to
where?”
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Abstract

The problem of this research is in the lack of reliable indicators
or statistics to show the directions of the private higher education,
not in terms the size of admission according to the specializations,
nor the basis of departments and governates or even in the cost of
study.

Therefore, this research aims to answer the main following
question “ The Private Higher Education to where?”

The current research methodology was based on the data
collection from sources available in the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, that related to the faculties
of private higher education and the admission of the students.
This guidebook contains the name of the university, colleges and
departments for morning and evening studies as well as the cost of
study in each discipline. Furthermore, it contains the number of
admited students to the colleges and departments in the morning
and evening studies.

The research was distributed the students into three categories:
students in medical specialties, sciences and engineering, and human
and social sciences.

The study found that the number of scientific departments in
medical specialties are (110) departments, sciences and engineering
(84) departments and humanities and social sciences (186)
departments.

The size of admission in humanitarian specialties was (28,520)
and the highest department in admission size was for the law at rate
(10137) students. the size of admission in medical specialties were
(15,526) students, the highest department was for the Pathological
analyzes at rate (7.462). The number of admission in the engineering
specialties reached (8.674), the highest department was for the
Computer Engineering at rate (5,821) students.

The research identified many indicators that determine the
directions of the private higher education in Iraq according to the
admission plan for 2017-2018. The number of universities and
colleges was 58, and the number of admission was 52720 students,
which constitutes 41.35% from the admission of public universities.
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The number of universities and colleges in the governorates
ranged from (27) universities and colleges in Baghdad to the absence
of college as in the Al-Qadisiyah governorate.

A strategic plan is developed in this research to determine the
number of departments and colleges in each governorate and the size
of admission compared to students accepted in public universities as
well as specializations and the system of study in private universities
and colleges.
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Abstract

The problem of unemployment remains one of the most
important issues facing most countries around the world, whether
advanced or developing, with its socio-economic dimensions that
clearly reflect the deficit in the economic infrastructure and result in
a great waste of energy for society at large; the disruption of human
endeavour and lost opportunities for growth and economic well-
being. Moreover, unemployment poses a direct threat to social and
political stability and causes a great deal of damage to economic and
social progress.

The difterence between the size of available labour force and the
number of job opportunities existing in the labour market is perhaps
one of the most important factors behind this phenomenon.

In this context, economic growth plans emphasise the need
to intensity eftorts to improve the individual’s circumstances and
to raise his scientific, technical and cultural capacity in order to
encourage him to work and thereby increasing his productivity and
improving his efficiency and ultimately achieving a balance between
the supply and demand for manpower (both in terms quality and
quantity) according to the needs of society as a whole.

In light of Iraq’s current economic circumstances, the
phenomenon of unemployment became more evident, especially
after 2003, which damaged the economy and the infrastructure
of the country and resulted in the cessation of economic activity
in most economic sectors. The rate of unemployment is highest
among young people, especially amongst university and technical
college graduates which, from a purely economic standpoint, poses
a challenge to national economic policies, as well as creating the
need to provide decent jobs and opportunities for a dignified life.

In light of the above, the purpose of this research paper will be
to diagnose the phenomenon of unemployment and to analyse its
indicators, causes and dimensions in order to provide an overview
and develop other aspects of the strategic plan.

e

The purpose

of this research
paper will be

to diagnose the
phenomenon of
unemployment
and to analyse
its indicators,
causes and
dimensions in
order to provide
an overview and
develop other
aspects of the

strategic plan.
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(Abstract)

This study seeks to identify the professional standards,
foundations and ethical and professional values of the global and
national media work on the preparation and presentation of talk
shows and show them the government performance on the various
issues broadcast on the Kurdish satellite channels, and then detect
and analyze those programs and the extent of their commitment to
professional standards for the transfer of information such as truth,
accuracy, objectivity and balance . The study used the descriptive
and analytical survey methodology, which is one of the descriptive
methods used to reach comprehensive results. random sample of
two weekly talk shows (Lagall Ranj& dwjar byrkawe) was selected
on the Kurdish «NRT&Rudawy channels. The main findings of
the study were: The different trends between the talk shows and
the study sample according to the type of ownership of the channels
that broadcast these programs. The negative trend in the program
of «Maher Range» (7.¢1) was negative in «dwjar byrkawey program
(/.£7), Which shows the influence of ownership of satellite channels
on the «Lagall Rangey program, which is broadcast on «Rudawy
as a quasi-governmental channel, unlike NRT, which is privately
owned and therefore has more freedom to deal with government
performance.
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Abstract

We will try in this study to highlight the most important
dimension between the Saudi Arabia and Iran relations, which is
the sectarian and ideological dimension. Focusing on the impact of
soft power as an essential foundation sponsored the two countries
within the framework of their tensions and conflicts between them
as a new cold word in the Middle East, relying and taking advantage
of some of political and geopolitical changes in the arena such as the
Syrian conflict which is the objective of the study. both countries
are trying to play a great role and weakening the other side in the
middle east in other to achieve their interests by supporting some
regional factors as the so-called the proxy war, the military factor
here is not as helpful as the political sectarian ties.

Keywords: The Syrian conflict, Saudi Arabia, Iran, the security
Dilemma, the Middle East, The regional Arabic system. The
Ideology, the sectarian struggle.
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Abstract

Foreign policy differs from country to country, and these
differences determine the status of each one them. Some countries
foreign policy may be based on neutrality, balance, realism, and
tranquility, while others’ may be bias and based on the policy of axes
and the conflict of interests with their regional and international
environment. Here, the role of decision-makers in shaping the
tforeign policy of a state based on its principles and pillars become
important. This role should be balanced, sage, and reflect mutual
benefit with all other countries. The state deals with its foreign
policy with the environment of a state outside its geographical

borders, which in turn is called foreign policy.

This study aims to shed light upon the impact of the
phenomenon of neutrality in Omani foreign policy during the reign
of Sultan Qaboos bin Said. The intention of this polic. This study
also highlights the challenges and the obstacles Oman faces with its
tforeign policy, and examines the role of neutrality in directing this
policy and determining the future directions of the Omani foreign
policy of in the presence of Sultan Qaboos or after his death.
The study looks at the important issues the Omani foreign policy

encountered since it has a strategic location in the region.
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Urban planning, as a multidimensional discipline, should be in
a unique position to contribute to understanding of such conflicts
and of post-conflict characteristics and their futures in terms of
reconstruction and peacebuilding. As planning occupies a unique
position at the interface between communities, the state, and the
physical environment, and is strategically located to deal with many
common long-term impacts of conflict in societies. In developing a
post-conflict strategy, it is important to recognise and consider the
role of urban planning in peacebuilding process. In the case of Iraq,
it 1s fair to make certain assumptions about population structure and
types of in-migration. However, given the relative instability of
society overall, particularly with new influxes of returnees, there is
still a high degree of uncertainty as to how the town may develop in
the future. In order to do this, a strategic planning approach would
be a far more appropriate response in Iraq. A strategic planning for
a post-conflict peacebuilding should incorporate both strategic,
flexible interventions, as well as a focus on the creation of neutral,
shared public spaces within larger urban areas. Strategic planning
would provide a point of entry for planning to begin to stabilise and
gradually develop into more long-term and orderly systems as society
also stabilises. Engaging Bollens’ “urban acupuncture” to begin with,
strategic planning as a more long-term planning framework allows
the city to act as a venue for stabilisation and democracy, rather
than establishing strict urban form in spite of social fragmentation.
This approach also allows for flexibility in response to uncertainty,
and focuses on long-term, integrated strategic interventions that are

jointly developed through participation, guided by a shared vision.
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Figure 2: A Framework for Peacebuilding through Strategic

Planning
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5. Conclusion

In recent years, the Middle East region has seen many internal
violent conflicts that intensely affect the social, economic, and
political circumstances of its countries at multiple spatial scales, from
the national level to the scale of individual cities and communities. A
number of post-contflict countries, such as Iraq, are still experiencing
intense political, social, ethnic, and religious conflicts. Policymakers,
practitioners, academic researchers, and non-government
organization (NGO) representatives have realized that peacebuilding
1s a complex and multi-dimensional exercise that cannot begin in

earnest unless minimal conditions for peace are present.
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array of actors, various levels of societies, links between societies
as well as the spatial horizons than the world-wide peacebuilding
industry acknowledges and that the liberal peacebuilding research
has overlooked. In fact, it involves some place-based and people-
related processes such as mediating intergroup competition, limiting
the spatial expression of nationalist discourses, build positive
relationships, reconcile antagonistic differences, respect rights,
enhance equality and empower the disempowered. For post-
conflict Iraqi cities to efficaciously participate in tactical planning for
sustainable peacebuilding process, there requires being deliberated

legislation at the government level.

In this regard, a national focus on strategic planning is a tangible
implementation of urban planning practice and will be important
for long-term peacebuilding and sustainable development. Strategic
planning represents the contemporary impressions of urban planning
and varies from the conservative Master Plan that was intended
to prepare ample land-use plans. In distinction to the orthodox
planning manner of ‘study, plan, and execute’, this model is that of
‘engage, strategize, and act’. This permits for more elasticity and a
much larger role for actors who are non-governmental. Strategic
planning can incorporate markets and a range of other relevant
institutions. Undeniably, strategic planning can ensure the basis for
cross-sector partnerships and hands-on democracy is set, as shown

in figure below.
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orthodox sectors, the urban sector, including some sub-sectors, 1is
a multifaceted expansion field that should encompass crosscutting
themes including poverty eradication, urban planning, gender
equity, and local governance (UN-Habitat, 2003). Moreover,
while steps to enhance governance and planning of the urban sector
are beneficial to both national and local economies, urban areas
are also open to outside forces over which they lack control. This
approach must thus be calculated as a framework that can grow to
tulfil the difterent needs of the community and urban segment. Still,
planning is too crucial to be left only to selected planners. Creation of
living places and mediating contested spaces are complex processes
which demand holistic perspective, involving housing, education,

environment, health, economic development etc.

Being a wide field as well as having a practical aspect, planning
requires critical thinking regarding the mediation of space. Its key
concern is social uses and ordering of space (Gaftikin et al., 2016).
Space located at the heart of ‘ethno-nationalist’ skirmishes such
as that in North Iraq, and for this to be effective, planning needs
to function with multidisciplinary teams, also comprising urban
designers, educationalists, architects, community and economic
developers. Also, it assumes all-encompassing engagement with the
various people that constitute our diverse citizenship. This refers
to the bringing of the stakeholders into the process of planning
at a developmental stage, instead of consulting them at the latter
phases of the development process, when often abundant decisions
seem to have already been settled. To build sustainable peace, the

model suggests deeper and more encompassing and involves an

Y.
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As planning interventions and policies in cities can play a
supportive role in regional and national peacebuilding (Bollens,
2014). In this regard developing the capacity of urban planners
(where such professionals do not currently exist) may be able to in
the least curb future violence. Recalling the “many roles” that urban
planners often play when interacting with multiple stakeholders
through several levels of government developing ‘urban planning’
skills amongst local populations, pertaining to conflict negotiation,
multi-stakeholder management and analysis, and community
engagement and participation could provide opportunities for
communities to resolve potential conflicts before they reach
uncontainable levels (Richardson, 2015). Iraq is a case study that
offers a precise setting for post-conflict and peacebuilding, where
susceptibility and physical transformations upset urban planning. It
indicates a necessity for a serious evaluation of post-conflict Iraq’s
municipal planning incorporation with citizens’ local partaking in
the reconstruction at intermediate phases to attain positive urban
planning. Creating a comprehension of cities’ running for operative
planning and growth requires creating a mutual city vision. Tipple
(2007) claimed that generating this shared city vision in Iraq post
2003 needed at the period a resolve for communal inclusion that
implores citizens’ partaking in the present as well as the future of
their cities, to be a part of the city’s social, economic, and cultural
life, to feel as part of the image/form of the city and to obtain a
fair share of the remunerations. The existing Rebuilding Plan in
Iraq portrays the need for an enhanced checking of Iraq’s housing
and urban organisation and puts forward a plan for demonstrating

this need for worldwide collaboration. Different from other
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Iraq) traditional urban planning methods do not discourse origin
grounds of instability that have state-wide and regional implications
(Richardson, 2015). Expanding the traditional practice of urban
planning to focus on national linkages and comprehensive
development requires that urban planning engages with the larger
community of state extensive and regional stakeholders as shown in
Figure 1 below. Hence the recent growth of the Iraqi society needs
suitable planning and cautious organisation of its socio-economic
structures, to realise sustainable urban scheme. One of the chief
stages 1s to articulate and implement ample urban planning tactic
combined with other socio-economic systems to express the centre

for executing planning solutions (Mahmud, 2014).

Figure 2: Planning Role in Peacebuilding through Different
Spatial-Stakeholder Level
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government as well as the Reconstruction Fund (IRRF), the
United Nations Development Group, and various other agencies
to reconstruct Iraq continue to be less than successful (White House
Fact Sheet, 2005 and GAO, 2007). A lot of damage has been done by
war-related disasters in Iraq, and also by the subsequent occupation
by the CPA caused further disasters. The physical, economic,
societal, and government structures are suftering severely and have

been in steady decline.

Due to the above reasons and while measures are in progress
to solicit funds for the rebuilding of those freed zones from ISIS,
two factors should be put into consideration. Primarily, ways to
avoid embezzlement of funds require being present to ensure
accountability and transparency. Secondly, an eftort should be in
place to keep money in the city where it can be passed on to the
society to ensure peacebuilding amongst them. In this context, Iraq
must reconstruct itself with revised regulations and policies that
are conversant with a democratic society and a market economy.
Besides, a refurbishment of the legislative approach towards urban
planning is crucial to establishing the foundation for justifiable urban
progress; this will be the start. It can be attained by guaranteeing
that public sector positions are filled in by the locals and that the
local economy is re-energised depending on significant city sectors

such as the production of food and industry.

4. Theoretical Framework for Peacebuilding through

Urban Planning in Iraq:

Conflict and post-conflict environments pose particular

development challenges. In post-conflict situations (such as in
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The main planning instrument in the area of urban planning was
dubbed the “Master Plan” which fundamentally was zoning as well
as a physical strategy for the growth of a city (UN-Habitat, 2003).
In Iraq, urban planning was thus mostly corresponding to zoning as
well as physical plans, which included a restricted inclusion of socio-
economic developmental goals (Mahmud, 1998). Majority of these
plans are currently out-dated and thus do not replicate the current
realities and necessities in the urban sector any longer. Tactical
urban planning didn’t exist, and there was neither any involvement
in planning, that didn’t involve the government. As they had few
responsibilities for this task, they currently lack the required human

as well as institutional capacity (UN-Habitat, 2003).

The Iraqi war which began on the 20th of May 2003 with
the invasion of the U.S and the U.K officially ceased on 18th of
December 2011, when the U.S. completely withdrew military
personnel (Tom, 2011). But post-conflict era in Iraq started in June
2004, when the U.S. and the U.K. ended the formal occupation
of Iraq (Roberts, 2005). Given that the post-conflict planning after
the 2003 invasion of Iraq was feeble and as a consequence, many
elements were at play that led to the marginalisation and political
exclusion of the Sunni community. Consequently, radical entities,
such as the Al-Qaeda and lately the Islamic State (ISIS) appeared.
Thus, the post-conflict reconstruction and planning in Iraq after
2003, 1s usually recognized as been in an unsatistactory state. In fact,
the Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund (IRRF), by the U.S., had
disbursed about USD 11.4 billion between the dates April 2003
and March 2006 (Awotona et al, 2008). An intensive investigation

of abundant latest reports has shown that the struggles of the Iraqi
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a fixed ‘plan’. This can be elaborated to mean that peacebuilding
processes incorporate formulation of policies and action plans,

regular review-in, and implementation. Hence, feedback loops.

From the above discussion, it is conclusive that Participatory
urban planning is a dynamic process that stresses encompassing the
entire community in the strategic and management processes of
urban planning. It derives from the perspective that underprivileged
and often marginalised people should be empowered to analyse their
reality to participate efticiently in the planning and development
process. A hands-on process conveys together different groups
of participants and practices mechanisms such as advice-giving
groups and city discussions to preserve the provision of views
and facts, discourse and exchange, cooperation on strategies and
actions, and consensus-building. It should be noticed that the
various participatory mechanisms succeed only when it is properly

organised and sustained.
3. Urban Planning and Post-Conflict in Iraq

Quick urbanisation has in most cases, overtaken housing and
provision of facilities. Urbanisation having gotten to 70%, it’s
apparent that the key trials of the future ought to be handled in
the city areas of Iraq (Mahmud, 2014). Before, strategizing for all
departments in Iraq was greatly centralised with the Ministry of
Planning occupying a crucial role both in the consultation and the
coordination of the planning process with the Ministry of Finance,
in the distribution of wealth to the individual Ministries (Iraq,

1989).
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society that 1s fractured; they can’t establish harmony where it lacks
in people’s hearts. What urbanism can do is to generate physical
as well as emotional spaces that can realise larger peace-making
as well as inter-group resolution (Bollens, 2006). As we all know
various urban environments and war routes will have different
standards to measure the appropriateness of urban involvement.
National sustainable development strategies, however, have turn
out to be a broadly known and eftective instrument aimed towards
sustainable expansion as well as peace. Still, the crucial management
principles for sustainable growth procedures are not only shared
by all Nationwide Sustainability Plans rather the principles that
sustain peace: iteration, long-term thinking, participation and

improvement as categorised below (Adelphi, 2011):

e  To start with, a sustainable planning process is founded on
inclusion and participation. These, in turn, can back peacebuilding
by (re)construction of the social contract between a government
and its divided citizens. This contribution, through decentralised
planning and management, can help increase the effectiveness of

peacebuilding strategies.

e  The other management principle is to comprise more
long-term thinking into planning procedures for mid-term short-
term actions. This is particularly challenging in circumstances of
volatility and transformation, marked by humanitarian crisis, and

the necessity to produce speedy peace outcomes.

e  The third principle is improvement and iteration. Ideally,
each sustainable process is an iterative process. The weight is on

handling growth on the way to sustainability goals instead of creating
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from its key situation in society between political goals and concrete
actions. As Bollens (2006) argued, the city is vital in peacebuilding
since it 1s in the neighbourhoods of urban masses where there 1s the
concession over, and elucidation of concepts such as impartiality,

and leniency, and democracy (Bollens, 2006).

The ability to illuminate and articulate the true meaning
of multinational democracy on the ground and in the streets
resides with the urban planners and designer professions. Urban
planners are increasingly seeking for ways in which land use,
infrastructure, and response planning can in a way be stepped down
to semiautonomous local planning and action zones, from master
plans at the city level (UN-Habitat, 2007). In rather volatile urban
environments, Antagonistic nationalistic groups confer indication
of the ability of public planning to the control and shaping the
planning to fit their various needs (Bollens, 2006). Thus the role
of urban planning must reinforce great governance to assist in the
reduction of conflict and possibly avert other conflicts from arising,
especially where conflict and its causal factors are not restricted by
sovereign territorial borders (Richardson, 2015). Bollens (1998)
asserts that the nexus between ethnic conflict and city planning is
gradually salient as a considerable number of cities in the world are
disposed to an extreme inter-communal conflict that reflects ethnic
dissimilarities. Thus, latest urban planning theories attempt to
respond to the post-crisis situation by focusing more on rebuilding
the society, rather than the built environment. It is the undertaking
to shift urban planning efforts on the restoration of the society via
the physical rebuilding of the landscape (Charlesworth, 2006).

Planning actions amidst political uncertainty are unlikely to alter
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processes; and promote equitable and hands-on state structures,
institutions and norms. Put differently, instead of concentrating on
the legal features of peace treaties, criminal tribunals, and also truth
commissions, more attention needs to be paid to the undertaking
of building relationships and ways in which that can be boosted

through the mentioned numerous procedures.

[t is conclusive that urban planning interventions can be
productive and proactive in the establishment of co-existence
between groups and also societal peacebuilding and may employ
a methodology of bottom-up nature that can supplement peace
consultations which are top-down. Governance and urban policy
are, thus, distinctive as well as crucial peacebuilding resources. A
city 1s, therefore, figuratively a channel between the on-ground
psychological and national political goals, and even the physicality

of a society’s inhabitants.
Concept 3: Urban planning

Conflict, cities and planning have had an intimate relationship
throughout history, one that has been explored by many authors
(Suri, 2009). The process of urban planning encompasses the
development of policies which are streamlined with the set goals
of the city or country, allocating resources, and generating plans
(Sunita, 2010). Urban planning also has a big say on how these
difterent policies are executed. Hence, urban planning is crucial in
the shaping of the natural settings of our lives and the interrelation
of these surroundings with the societal and physical environment as
well as the familiarisation with it by its inhabitants. It is therefore

both a creative-artistic and social job. The planning power arises
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permanent peace and unwavering democracy in war-ravaged
societies deprived of justice as well as reconciliation. Previously,
in the global community’s peacebuilding efforts, the emphasis
on the political instead of the person has been masking the core
psychosocial procedures that are essential for the readiness of
persons to select reconciliation instead of being associated in more
abuse of human rights. Rasmussen (2001) reasons that the unease
with uncompromising geopolitics is required to extend to comprise
geo-social politics in which building of relationships and resolution
takes a central point (Rasmussen, 2001). The dynamic components
of peace -or conflict- generating processes, such as processes of
political and social integration and disintegration, empowerment
and disempowerment, and political as well as everyday practices
may either enhance or impede peacebuilding (Kliot and Mansfeld,
1999).

Myargumenthoweverhereisthatspiritualaspectsofpeacebuilding
have not been well thought-out adequately in the execution of
peacebuilding in the post-conflict. As such, a thorough look at real
politic assumptions and amends in the balance of main concerns
and the understanding is required. Deliberating on replying to the
expressed needs of the people as it concerns reconciliation and
justice is one move in this track which could play a great role in the
long-term triumph of peacebuilding. As it is articulated in the 2015
Sustainable Development Goals, building all-encompassingsocieties
and nurturing social integrity are essential steps to sustainable peace
(Loewe & Rippin, 2015). In conflict-affected nations, promoting
inclusive societies translates to recognizing ways in which to

construct inclusive peace processes; support efficient reconciliation
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Concept 2: Peacebuilding

Peacebuilding in nations emerging from conflict is a complex
undertaking;itinvolvesamyriad of differentplayersin the civilsociety
and government at the local, national, and global levels (UNPSO,
2010). “Peacebuilding” can thus carry two broad definitions; it
can denote the direct work that focuses intentionally on addressing
factors that drive and avoiding conflict. It can also denote the work
of coordinating or setting up communication channels to come
up with an elaborate, multi-sectoral, multileveled plan, including,
humanitarian assistance, development, governance, justice, security
and other sectors that may not apply “peacebuilding” as a term to
portray themselves (Schirch, 2013). Former studies have focussed
on assessing post-conflict peacebuilding as an integral phase of the
implementation of peace treaties and have normally not comprised
cases lacking a settlement that has been negotiated upon. It is an
inadequate tactic as most Conflicts tend to end as the outcome
of conquest by the military, as in countries such as Rwanda and
Iraq, which carries weighty repercussions for the deliberation of
intermediate justice matters (Bertram, 1995). When it comes to
genocide, ethnic cleansing, mass killings, rapes, and additional
ruthless forms of carrying out war, religious, and comparable forms
of clashes make reconciliation tremendously problematic. While it
1s a process carried out in the long-term, it needs to commence
immediately the peace operation and peacebuilding are started
(Kihne, 2001). The process of peacebuilding, in this case, faces
even bigger hindrances in interacting with the entire desolation
of persons structurally, physically, politically, psychologically,

socially, spiritually, and economically. Therefore, there can’t be
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thatare the chief concern of this article is way complicated. Although
a peace agreement may be arrived at, the conflict often re-erupts
shortly afterwards or rather continues at a lower level. (Brown et
al, 2011). That’s why post-contflict situation and its development
immediately after the conflict are crucial determining for the future

of each country or society affected by conflict.

The ever increasing challenge is that of accurately determining
the timeline that the post-conflict condition begins and ends.
In this regard, Nkurunziza (2008) asserts that it is not possible to
say for sure the time that a country in post-conflict state returns
to a situation of normalcy. Therefore, effective and sustainable
planning of post-conflict cities is necessary to identify all possible
problems and challenges so that suitable actions could be taken to
avoid threatening the development. The conditions under which
countries emerging from armed conflicts differ distinctively. For
instance, Afghanistan, Yemen, Libya, and Iraq pose cases that differ
according to their specific contexts and structures. The completion,
timing, priority, and appropriateness of tasks can, therefore, not be
generalised. This realisation is significant in matters concerning
sustainable peacebuilding. It deviates from the norm of mediating
conflicts between different parties. Rather, a broader focus on
the provision of peace, economic sustenance, and justice to
people and entire communities is recommended for post-conflict
development. The argument in this case, thus is that, the important
tool to bridging a divide in society makes cities environmentally
friendly, culturally meaningtul, safe, economically vibrant, and all-

inclusive, lies in proper urban planning.
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is to better understand the role that urban planning can play in
addressing the peacebuilding process challenges in Iraq. It attempts
to analyse the challenges of peacebuilding process and to explore
how urban planning to be considered as part of peacebuilding efforts
aimed at helping find long-term sustainable solutions to conflict.
This article thus investigates these challenges and puts forward a
guideline that may come in handy for government leaders and

other valuable stakeholders involved in the peacebuilding eftorts.
2. Conceptual Framework:
Concept 1: Post-Conflict

Centre for the Study of Civil Wars and the International Peace
Research Institute attempts to define conflict as “a contested
incompatibility that concerns government and/or territory where
the use of armed force between two parties, of which at least one
is the government of a state, results in at least 25 battle related
deaths” (UCDP/PRIO, 2016). The altering nature of violent
conflict and its social and economic consequences has also created
the need to re-conceptualize research and policy approaches to
conflict settings. Here another imperative term is a “post-conflict”.
[t refers to a situation in a country that is recovering from a great
conflict whereby warfare has ceased, but still there is a potential
for an eruption of violence (Wallensteen, 2007). This aftermath
included loss of human lives, the devastation of the economy due
to destroyed infrastructure and the production means, and also
deteriorated political conditions (Collier, 2000). This definition
of post-conflict is not, however, meant to be taken lightly. While

international wars might be ended by a treaty, the end to the wars
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1. Introduction

Throughout history, humanity has faced numerous armed
conflicts on a local, national, and even an international level. All this
conflict has resulted in the adverse destruction of the cities (Hasic,
2004). Even in the case of areas that can be classified as post-conflict,
the likelihood of conflict erupting again is so high. (Kennedy et al,
2008). Rathmell (2005) states that the structures present in a post-
conflict society are only put up as a matter of necessity, therefore,
lacking proper order. Evidence from war-torn countries such as
Afghanistan and even Iraq shows that indeed, the rebuilding process
lacks efticiency. This culminates from various factors including the
lack of necessary resources, funding, adequate planning, and also
the lack of an effective exit strategy (Coyne, 2006). The post-war
situation in Iraq is not connected only with the liberty operation
but reflects decades of suffering under destruction of the country
due to several conflicts. And ISIS assault has greatly worsened the
lack of trust between the communities (Gee, 2014). Peacebuilding
in Iraq thus is therefore faced with many challenges. To enable the
identification of these challenges, it is essential for one to familiarise
themselves with the structure, specific, and the history of conflict
in that country. Studies on the role of urban planning in post-
conflict peacebuilding setting are an area of research that has not
been thoroughly explored. Planning occupies a unique position
at the interface between communities, the state, and the physical
environment, and is strategically located to deal with many common
long-term impacts of conflict in societies. As such it deserves greater
attention and consideration for the contribution it can make to

reconstruction and peacebuilding. The main purpose of this paper
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peacebuilding incorporates both strategic, flexible interventions,
as well as a focus on the creation of neutral, shared public spaces
within larger urban areas. Strategic planning would provide a point
of entry for planning to begin to stabilise and gradually develop into

more long-term and orderly systems as society also stabilises.

Keywords: Post-conflict; Peacebuilding; Urban planning;

Strategic Planning; Ethnic and Minority Issues; Iraq.
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Peace Building Through Urban
Planning In Post-Conflict Setting: A
Focus On The Case Of Iraq

Ayoob Khaleel Allahwerdy *

Abstract:

Insecurity and repeated cycles of violence have become focal
barriers to development in many parts of the world. Conventional
war between nation states has gradually been replaced by a more
chaotic and complex dynamic of violence. Thus post-conflict
situation and its development immediately are crucial determining
for the future of each country or society aftected by conflict. The
main goal of this paper is to explore how urban planning might be
used as an instrument for building long-term peace in post-conflict
situation. The literature in this area points out that understanding
regulatory frameworks of urban planning is important for
approaching peacebuilding through it in post-conflict situation.
In this paper I argue that in developing a post-conflict strategy, it
1s important to recognise and consider the role of urban planning
in peacebuilding process. In the case of Iraq, it is fair to make
certain assumptions about population structure and types of in-
migration. However, given the relative instability of society overall,
particularly with new influxes of returnees, there is still a high degree
of uncertainty as to how the town may develop in the future. In
order to do this, a strategic planning approach would be a far more

appropriate response in Iraq. A strategic planning for a post-conflict
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